
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 14, 2024         10:15 am  
 

Prelude 

Welcome 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 

Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

A. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

A. This is the day that the Lord has made! 

C. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 101) 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

1.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God.  Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and 

blessing and glory are his.  Refrain  

2.  Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing 

and honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain  

3.  For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.  Refrain 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The 
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as 

your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian 
official entered your boundless baptismal life.  



Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your  

reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #377 “Alleluia, Jesus in Risen” 

1.  Alleluia!  Jesus is risen!  Trumpets resounding in glorious light!  Splendor, 

the Lamb, heaven forever!  O, what a miracle God has in sight!   

Refrain:  Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the Glory!  Alleluia!    

2.  Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 

breaking our bread, giving us glory; Jesus our blessing, our constant 

surprise.  Refrain:  

3.  Jesus the vine, we are the branches; life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

heaven to earth, Christ to the people, gift of the future now flowing to me.  

Refrain:  

4.  Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent; death put asunder, and Easter is 

bright.  Cherubim sing; O grave, be open!  Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in 

light.  Refrain:  

5.  City of God, Easter forever, golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, river of life, 

saints and arch angels, sing with creation to God the I Am!  Refrain:  
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Prayer of the Day 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Readings and Psalm 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s 

promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s 

death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 



glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 

One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, 

his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In 
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 

would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Psalm: Psalm 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 

  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the 
full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed 

Jesus to take away our sins. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 

that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 

he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that 

he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in 
him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one 

deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia.  

(Luke 24:32) 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Luke, beginning with the Twentieth Fourth 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the 

disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised 

and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He 

said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look 

at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece 

of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses 
of these things.” 

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #808 “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 

1.  Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; I’ll tell ev’rybody about you 

wherever I go; you alone are our life and our peace and our love.  Lord Jesus, you 

shall be my song as I journey.  

2.  Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey.  May all of my joy be a faithful 

reflection of you.  May the earth and the sea and the sky join my son.  Lord Jesus, 

I’ll praise you as long as I journey.  

3.  As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, to carry your cross and to share all 

your burdens and tears.  For you saved me by giving your body and blood.  As long 

as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.   

4.  I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; but courage will come with the 

sound of your steps by my side.  And with all of the fam’ly you saved by your love, 

we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.   
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Peace  
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

Offering  

Offering Hymn:  ELW #686 “We Give Thee I Own” 1st verse  

1. We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.  
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Offering Prayer 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise.  

Preface 

Thanksgiving at the Table 



Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Distribution Hymn: ELW #561 “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 

1. Joyous light of heav’nly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, you wo sing creation’s 

story, shine on ev’ry land and race.  Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise 

our songs to you.  God of day break, God of shadows, come and light our hearts 

anew.  

2.  In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, in the light of 

peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song.  Love that fills the night with 

wonder, love that warms the wary soul, love that bursts all chains asunder, set us 

free and make us whole.   

3.  You would made the heaven’s splendor, ev’ry dancing star of night, make us shine 

with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light.  Mighty God of all creation, gentle 

Christ who lights our way, loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day.   
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Post-communion Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: ELW #674 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 

1. Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy; bread 
is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.  

Refrain:  Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around; 

loaves abound!   

2. Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, teaching 
people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express.  Refrain:  

3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, gives us 
love to tell, bread to share:  God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere!  Refrain:   
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Dismissal 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude  
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